Detection of antisperm antibodies on the surface of motile spermatozoa. Comparison of the immunobead binding technique (IBT) and the mixed antiglobulin reaction (MAR).
Investigators testing for antisperm antibodies have recently focused on tests that detect the Ig classes of the sperm-bound antibodies. The aim of this study was to compare the sensitivity of two of these tests, viz. the immunobead binding technique (IBT) and the mixed antiglobulin reaction (MAR). Twenty-one male or female sera were tested for IgG and IgA antisperm antibodies with the IBT and the MAR. The sera were selected on the basis of the IBT results, and the MAR was carried out without knowledge of these results. For IgG antisperm antibodies, there was a highly significant correlation between the two tests (P = 0.0043), whereas, for IgA antisperm antibodies, the correlation was poor (P = 0.2951), because the IBT revealed a positive reaction for IgA in sera in which no such antibodies could be detected by the MAR.